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Legal Summary

WTO/Codex/Vitamin and Mineral Guidelines

Question #1:  Is a nation obligated by international or any other law to adopt the Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food Supplements finalized by the Codex Alimentarius Commission in Rome on July 4th 2005?

Answer #1:    No.

Question #2:  Is a nation permitted by international and other law to adopt laws regulating dietary supplements, including vitamin and mineral supplements, such as the Model International Dietary Supplement Act based on the Natural Solutions Foundation endorsed Guidelines for the Use of Food Supplement Trade in the Effort to End World Hunger and Promote the WHO/FAO Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Exercise and Health?

Answer #2:    Yes.
Question #3:  Does a nation face international trade sanctions by the World Trade Organization because it adopted the International Dietary Supplement Act endorsed by the Natural Solutions Foundation?

Answer #3:     No

Overview


The Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food Supplements finalized by the Codex Alimentarius Commission July 4, 2005 are a non binding recommendation to the governments of the world.  No nation is obliged to adopt them or to adopt laws that implement them.  They are a loose framework to be considered, along with any and all other available dietary supplement information, by any country intending to adopt laws and or regulations governing vitamins and minerals food supplements.
[image: image2.png]NATURAL SOLUTIONS FOUNDATION www. HEALTH FREEDOMUSA.ORG




Any vitamin and mineral food supplement product that complies with the Codex Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food Supplements meets the requirements for importation into any country that adopts the Model International Dietary Supplement Act, attached to this summary, as its domestic law.  The Model Act is drawn to include Codex compliant supplement products. All countries that adopt the Model Act can freely trade among themselves.


If one country attempts to stop the shipment of a vitamin and/or mineral product across its borders based on the Codex Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food Supplements it creates the conditions for the exporting country to bring a trade complaint against it under World Trade Organization Rules. Those rules require the trade dispute to be settled based on sound scientific justification.  Sound nutritional science supports the revised guidelines and the Model International Supplement Act. 

Narrative
1.  The Natural Solutions Foundation endorsed Revised Guideline are WTO compliant.  

2. Under international trading rules Countries are free to adopt domestic laws that allow a more robust trade in vitamins, minerals and other dietary supplements that than laws based on Codex Guideline would permit (For example the US Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act.)

3. A domestic market can allow products that the Codex guideline would allow other countries to prohibit and still be WTO compliant. 

4. If every country adopted the Model Law then none of them would need to be domes-tically compliant with the Codex guideline but all could trade freely under WTO rules.

5. To the extent that countries adopt national legislation that tracks the Citizens guideline, such as the Model International Law, rather than the Codex guideline an increasing number of DSHEA-like supporting trading partners emerges in a system of trading countries that, at a minimum among themselves, is totally WTO compliant. Since their laws are based on sound nutritional science they are compliant with WTO rules. 
6. Nutritional Science rather than toxic chemical science is a sound scientific basis upon which to rest domestic and international trade regulations of dietary supplements
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7. The Revised Guidelines and Model International Law rest on the premise that it is proper for individual health and well being, national economic and health policy and robust international trade for individual consumers to have available to them  the widest possible choice of dietary supplements. 
8.  The Revised Guideline and Model International Law support more effectively than the Codex guideline does the significant role that dietary supplements can play in helping end world hunger and promote world health. 


Conclusion

Toxic science that undermines nutritional health of individual users of dietary supplements is not scientifically supported as the standard upon which dietary supplement regulation can be based.  Therefore a toxic science based dietary supplement regulatory system does not provide the required legal basis under WTO rules for blocking international trade in dietary supplements. 
